ARCTIC BLAST TERRIER FUN DAY
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 2010
GB Curly’s Sportsbar & Grill
1103 Co. Rd. A ~ Burkhardt (Hudson), WI ~ 715-386-5233 ~ www.gbcurlys.com
Direct questions regarding future Fun Days and/or Trials to: 

Marlene Schmitt @ 715-549-6595 or mfoshay@earthlink.net or

Brenda Buckles @ 715-523-0594 or b.buckles@yahoo.com
Or check our website:  http://www.arcticblasttrials.com/
GENERAL INFORMATION:

Keep in mind, the purpose of a Fun Day is to do just that – to have fun!  Newcomers can learn about some of the events offered at the Jack Russell Terrier trials and school their terriers; experienced owners and terriers can practice and brush up on their skills in preparation for upcoming trials.  Please don’t hesitate to ask questions and/or to give some help and advice to others! 

The entry fee is $15 per terrier for the entire day.  Run events as many times as you want.  All fees collected go towards future fun day and trial activities.  Tentative agenda is as follows:
Check In 



9:30 a.m.
Racing




10:30 – 12:00 (and again in the afternoon)

Lunch Break 



12:00 – 1:00 (approx.)
Go-to-Ground & Barn Hunt

1:00 - ?
While this is primarily a Jack Russell Terrier Fun Day, other small working-type terrier breeds, such as Border, Cairn, Lakeland, Rat, Patterdale, Yorkshire, and Dachshunds, are welcome to participate.

Puppies must be at least four months old to participate and no bitches in season are allowed on grounds.

All dogs must be kept on a leash at all times (except when running in an event).  We highly recommend you also bring a crate or X-pen (with a cover).  Some other things to bring along include: sun screen, hand-wipes, folding chairs, EZ-Up, water and water bowl for your terriers. 
PLEASE pick up after yourselves and your terriers!  We all dislike stepping in dog poo, so please be considerate and pick it up!  Baggies will be available at the entry table.  We appreciate your efforts to keep the property clean so we can use this site again.
FUN DAY EVENTS
RACING:  Racing is perhaps the most exciting of all the terrier trial events, consisting of two events:  Flat and Steeplechase (also called Hurdles).  In the Steeplechase, puppies race over low hurdles, not to exceed 8”; for the adult terriers, hurdles will be a minimum of 8” and maximum of 15” in height.  

All terriers must wear a closed-end muzzle.  This is to protect the terriers as well as the volunteer catchers at the end of the track.  Most terriers are extremely competitive when chasing the lure with up to five other terriers!  Plastic basket muzzles are recommended as they allow for the best air flow; softie-type muzzles are also permitted.  Muzzles can be purchased at some pet product stores or on-line.  Pet Edge offers both types (www.petedge.com or dial 1-800-698-9062).  We will have a limited supply of muzzles for sale on-site.
To participate in a race, gather at the start of the track.  We will try to group dogs according to experience, size and age.  Upon direction from the Race Steward, load your terrier in the starting box.  Be sure to remove your terrier’s collar and leash before putting in the box.  The Race Steward will signal the Lure Runner that all are ready, the lure will start, the box will open, and the terriers will be released.  As soon as your terrier is in the starting box, proceed towards the race finish.  Coaxing and cheering on your terrier is allowed (and adds to the excitement of the race)!  Terriers are placed as they run through the opening in the straw at the end of the track.
Keep in mind that racing can be a challenge for newbies – wearing a muzzle for the first time, getting loaded in the starting box, etc. can be quite overwhelming.  Most beginners will sit in the starting box, struggle to remove their muzzle, or run in the wrong direction.  Don’t be discouraged!!  Most catch on quickly and “live to race”…. On the other hand, some could care less about racing down a track with a group of feisty terriers in pursuit of a piece of fur.
GO-TO-GROUND:  This event was designed to simulate and test a terrier’s natural ability to follow the scent of quarry and work underground.  Although it really is more or less a game for the terriers, it is a good training step towards the day your terrier may do real earthwork.  Terriers with a strong prey drive usually catch on quickly; others may take some time to figure it all out and then there are some who will never be persuaded to enter the tunnel.  
The wooden (above-ground) tunnels are approximately 9-10”wide and tall.  At the end of the tunnel is a rat safely secured in a cage behind dowel bars.  Two tunnels are used at trials – the 10 foot novice tunnel (with one turn) must be mastered before advancing to the 30 foot tunnel with several turns and an optional dead-end.  To receive a passing score at a trial, the terrier must complete the tunnel in 30-60 seconds and “work” (bark, bay, whine, scratch, or dig) for 30-60 seconds (depending on which class they are competing in). 

Upon direction from the “Judge”, release your terrier at the entrance of the tunnel.  Be sure to remove terrier’s collar first!  Verbal encouragement is allowed.  Pick terrier up from the Judge at the end of the tunnel.  

BARN HUNT:  Another job Jack Russell Terriers (and other terriers) are well known for is keeping the barn free of rats.  This non-sanctioned trial event takes place in a fenced-in area.  Bales of hay, wood, etc. create a simulated barn setting in which several PVC pipes are hidden and only one pipe holds a rat.  Upon direction from the Judge, release your terrier.  The terrier will use his hunting instinct to find the rat.  Only verbal encouragement is allowed.  No hand signals, pointing, etc. allowed.  Call “time” when you think your terrier has found the rat and the Judge will stop the timer.  A passing score is received if your terrier finds the rat within the two minute timeframe.  At the trials, the fastest time wins.  As with the other events, some terriers could care less about finding the rat and spend their time wandering among the hay bales and marking their territory! 
Check out the JRTCA website, www.terrier.com for trial events, rules, and other helpful information.

